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As appertaining ‘tg the duties of his office, in the contem
plation of the act under which he holds his appointment, the
Superintendent begs leave to offer a bricf exposition of the
said act, and to suggest such amendments as the convenience
of particular:sections, or the gencral welfare of the stato
may seem to require.

(B.) ,
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION.

Instiuctions to the Commissioners of Primary Schools, re-
lative to the division of their Cownty into School Districts.

In pursuance of this duty, you will nursue the tenor and
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spirit of the *‘Act to provide for the public instiuction of
youth i Primary Schools, throughout this State,” passed
at December session 1825, chapter 162, which in section
B, requires ihal you, or a majority of you, shall divide your’
cotnly wio a “swinbie and convenieni” namber of Sehooi
Districts; i doiig which, you wiil have regard to existing
sciool houses, where such there be, as far as practicable,
in order that the charge upen the resident ithabitants | esne-
cially in the first establishment of the system, may not ex-
ceed what is absolutely and indispensably necessary’,  And
although the extent of five miles square, has boex assinmed
as convenient for such districts, as a general ruic, you are
not to be governed by that assumption exciusively, hut will
yield to localities and circumstances. I sections of sparce
population, it may be proper to form the districts eyual to
an area of six, seven, or eight miles square, whilst in more
dense or concentrated settlements, a smaller compass may
be adopted—but it will naturally occur to you thar the
square will not be the most suitable or convenient form; and -
that in the absence of mo
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¢ paipable boundaries, such gs
- renvarkable hills, roads,
emarcation, the wiost

¢ the different dwellings
or places of public worships, or other houses; and distir.
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